


“…trains Christian, homeschooled youth in speech and debate, in order to 
better communicate a biblical worldview.

National 
speech & debate 

league

Homeschool 
students

Ages
12 - 18

100+
tournaments each 

year



This  orientation will  explain…

The speeches

The setting and responsibilities  

The ballots

Thank you for coming to judge

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this orientation, you as the judge, will learn your responsibilities as a judge, what to expect when you go to the competition room, the types of speeches, and how to fill out the ballots.
�





A prepared speech, written and memorized by the competitor to:

• Inform

• Entertain

• Persuade

• Expose

• Inspire

Note: Expository allows visual aids



• Speech prepared on-site

• Judges provided a copy of topics/questions

• Prep time & speaking time varies for each event
      Please see the event rules



Apologetics Mars Hill 

• Topics are theological in nature
• Defense of faith
• May or may not be evangelistic
• Judges must agree with the 
   Stoa Statement of Faith 

      Copy available at end of slides

• Topics are from media such as books, 
movies, songs, etc.

• Common themes found in cultural references
• Compare and contrast with biblical truths
• Conversational delivery

Content is key!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Apologetics is a reasonable defense of the truthfulness of Christianity.   
The goal of Apologetics is to communicate a thoughtful and intellectual analysis of a question of faith or theological truth to others.
Speeches are targeted to an audience that may or may not accept the Bible as truth.
The presentation should be a thoughtful response to the question/topic and the reason(s) why it is important for theological truth and Christian living. 
Before considering a ballot for Apologetics, please read through our Stoa Statement of Faith.  If you are able to affirm these statements, then please feel free to request an Apologetics ballot from our ballot administration. If you are unable to affirm these statements, we request that you consider judging one of our other speech event categories. A copy will be available at the end of the slides.
In Mars Hill:
The topics are forms of media.
The speakers identify common human experiences themes with the cultural viewpoints from books, movies, etc 
Then, speakers compare and/or contrast those experiences themes and viewpoints in light of Biblical truth.
In Apologetics and Mars Hill, content is key. Please give more weight to the content of these speeches than the presentation style.



Impromptu   Extemporaneous

• Wide variety of topics
• Demonstrates on-the-spot thinking
• Communicates theme and topic in a 

memorable way
• The prompt must be the central theme of 

the speech

• Questions about recent news stories
• Analyzes current events using a variety of 

sources
• Takes a position on topic
• Assigned order and speaking times

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Impromptu:
There is a wide variety of topics.
Demonstrates on-the-spot thinking.
Communicates theme and topic in a memorable way.
Speakers have two minutes to create a speech on a wide variety of topics. 
They can take notes on a blank piece of paper but may only hold their topic slip while they speak.
In Extemporaneous Speaking 
The competitor gives a speech answering a current event question. 
Analyzes current events using a variety of sources.
Takes a position on the topic and supports it with analysis and evidence.
Prep time for extemp is done BEFORE the student enters the room.


Prep time for extemp is done BEFORE the student enters the room.




• Select and analyze literature

• Bring to life through:

• No costumes or props

• voice

• movement

• facial expression



Should be plot-based

Lighthearted Serious

May be 
self-written

Serious or lighthearted

2 speakers
1 speech
No direct contact

Should be plot based

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using literary sources, all Interpretations create an original rendition of a selection. 
Dramatic, Humorous, and Duo interpretations should be plot-based literature.   
In Dramatic, Humorous, and Duo Interpretations, competitors focus on plot and character development, portraying a realistic journey of one or more characters with a diversity of emotion.
In Humorous, competitors focus on conveying a story humorously, but the presentation should not be stand-up comedy.
In Dramatic, competitors focus on presenting a story that is serious innature which captivates and moves the audience. A Duo interpretation will showcase two students delivering one story which may reflect a wide range of topics and/or emotions.  It can also be created using multiple literary sources.
An Open Interpretation can be a monologue, a story, a poem, or an original work written by the student, and may reflect a wide range of topics and/or emotions.  




Slam Poetry

• A thematic expressionistic presentation of poetry
• Poetry may be original, published, or a compilation of the two
• Vocal variety with limited movement
• Audience may participate with snapping and/or clapping





JUDGES
You can do this!

• Be responsive! You are the audience

• Set aside personal bias and expertise

• We want your opinion!

Please, don’t consult with other judges or audience members

• Give feedback that will motivate and educate

Don’t discuss speech content with speakers 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The greatest objection we hear from our judges is that they feel unqualified. Our response: 
You can do this!  This training, along with our ballots, is designed to give you the tools you need so you can be better prepared to judge.
Please be responsive! As the audience for each of these competitors, you are a source of encouragement. You do not need to be expressionless. Feel free to nod, smile, and laugh. The more you respond, the better they will perform!
We do ask our judges to set aside any personal bias and expertise. While you may be an expert in a given field, please don’t judge a competitor's speech on your knowledge but on the research they present.
While we encourage you to be friendly and greet each competitor, there should be no discussion with speakers about their presentations. 
Multiple judges are likely to be in each room; however, judges should not consult with one another regarding student evaluation and ranking. We want the opinion of each individual, not a collaborative decision. 




Sit at assigned judge table and turn off your phone

Wait for all the judges before starting the round
Audience members may come and go between speakers

Head Judge controls the timer (facing competitor) and confirms penalties

Stay until every competitor has presented
Competitors may speak out of listed order (Extemp is an exception)

After the round, complete your ballot in the Judge Hospitality area



Check for 
conflicts

Tabulation Ballot/Rules:
Rank the room

Student Ballots:
Evaluate the speech and provide feedback



• Copy speaker, room, and round from Tab 
Ballot 

Please use black or blue ink

• Judge = you!

• Jot down the topic

• Duration = length of speech
No minimum time limits



• Use the ballot criteria to evaluate the 
speaker

• Note unique criteria for specific 
speech events



Rate the student’s performance on 
“Evaluate” scale

The numbers are not used by the 
tournament to determine points or ranking

Record any penalties

Confirm penalties with Head Judge

If there are penalties, don’t circle student 
ranks.  Allow Ballot Return to assist you



• In the comments section:

 Provide feedback:
       What worked
       What didn’t

• You are given 2 minutes between 
speakers to jot down your initial 
thoughts

• You will have more time to complete 
your ballots after the round



ORDERING

• Stack ballots to order speakers

• Consider order without penalty
• ck ballots to order speakers

• Consider order without penalty

Mark Twain

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ordering of all the speakers can often be a challenge for judges. It can be so hard to decide first place when everyone seems so good! 
To make this job relatively easy, we suggest stacking ballots to order speakers. 
Please stack the ballots assuming there are no penalties, even if there are penalties.
Here is how it is done: Mark Twain is going to come into your room, and he gives a stellar presentation! He's got to be first! Actually, he really is, since he is the only competitor you have seen. So Mark's ballot gets placed first in your stack.




• Consider order without penalty

• After stacking, you have a general 
idea of your ranking

• ck ballots to order speakers

• Consider order without penalty



AFTER  YOU  HEAR  ALL  THE  SPEAKERS…

Confirm any penalties with the Head Judge.

Go to the Judge Hospitality area to finish your comments and complete 
your ballots.

Ask the Judge Orientation staff if you have any questions.

Complete the Tabulation Ballot before circling rank on the Student Ballot.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After you have heard all the speakers, confirm any penalties with the Head Judge. We will explain the various penalties on the next two slides.
Please return immediately to the Judge Hospitality area to finish your comments and complete your ballots.  
If you have questions, see one of the Judge Orientation staff. 
Please do not circle the Final ranking on the Student ballot until the Tabulation ballot is complete.




• Use Original Rank column to 
record speaker ranking based on 
how you ordered them

• Number speakers from 1st to last

• There can be no ties



No penalties?
Carry forward to Final Rank.

If penalty:
See Ballot Return to complete.



• Circle Final Rank numbers on individual 
ballot

    For ranks 5-8 circle “5th Fifth & Below”

• Provide Reason for Ranking
     Compare speakers within the round



A few final reminders…

Before judging, read the description, goal, and presentation rules 
on the back of your tabulation ballot 

If there are penalties, don’t circle student ranks.  Allow Ballot 
Return to assist you

Once ballots are complete, take them to Ballot Return and wait as 
they review them.

Judge Orientation staff will be available for questions.

Have fun and know that you are serving an education role for 
each student!
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